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P
icture the scene… I’m in The Three 
Daws (other pubs are available!) 
sitting by the window, the sun is 
shining, the wind is creating waves 
on the river, and… oh never mind, 

here’s a photo of said scene.

I’m writing this on September 9th and 
the season is just into its second month, yet 
the Fleet have already sailed through one 
sixth of the league campaign. Obviously it 
should’ve been more than that, but naturally 
we’ll never speak of our ‘super’ floodlights 
having a ‘mare’ against Weston.

It seems appropriate to reflect on the 
excellent start to the campaign, in contrast 
to previous seasons, and explore why, but for 
Whitehawk, this Ebbsfleet team would have 
recorded the best ever start to a season in 
the club’s history.

Firstly, the attractive ‘passing on the 
floor’ football that Daryl McMahon has 
got the team playing has been a joy to 
watch. Sure, in some matches the Fleet 
have had to dig in and grind out a result 
– notably in our first ever win at the IKEA 

Stadium, thanks to some shambolic 
Darts’ defending and Parkes’ eye for an 
opportunity – but in the main our football 
has been top drawer.

Secondly, the back line has been tough 
and robust. Brandon has done well after 
beating Preston to the No.1 shirt – can’t 
say green jersey anymore! – and our 
two ex-Darts in the centre have been 
capably complemented by the Fish-Howe 
combination at fullback.

However, it is in midfield where this 
team has come alive. Kissock and Parkes 
have been two key signings – statement of 
the bleedin’ obvious! – as they have brought 
a creativity and fluidity to the middle of the 
park, alongside a goalscoring threat and 
ability to read the game.

Complemented by Stuey Lewis and the 
News, Deano Rance-o and wide boys Haynes 
and Willmott, Fleet are now a real danger to 
anyone who dares join us on the pitch. And 
then there’s Keds…

Danny has turned up this season 
like a man possessed, with his work 
rate exemplary. Throw in his goals, and 
those from Matty Godden, plus Adam 
Cunnington’s ever-present contribution from 
the bench, and it’s easy to see why the Fleet 
are sailing high.

Having said all of this, not forgetting 
Westy, Shieldsie and Sheringham-e, the one 
thing that has struck me this season is the 
spirit, both on and off the pitch. The week-
long Portuguese training camp has certainly 
helped, and there is this feeling, both at 
SbR and on the road, that we’re all in this 
together, striving for the same success.

Hopefully we visited Dreamland on 
Saturday…
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(NOT) THE
SILHOUETTE

THE WRITE STUFF FLEET REVIEW RESURRECTS A  
COLUMNIST FROM A FEW YEARS  

AGO – AT LEAST WE ASSUME  
IT’S THE SAME BLOKE...
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